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Nicholas Gage lectures 


Acclaimed author and journalist shares his experiences 


By Melissa Maldonado 
VOICE CORRESPONDENT 


On Nov. 29, the Worcester State Col- 
lege Administration Building Theatre set the 
stage for a moving speech by writer Nicholas 
Gage. Gage has written several books includ- 
ing Eleni, the story of his mother’s torture and 
murder by Communist guerrillas for helping 
her children escape from their remote Greek 
village. 

The sequel to Eleni, entitled A Place 
for Us, is a continuation of his story that cov- 
ers his relocation here to Worcester, to live with 
the father he had never met. His latest novel, 
Greek Fire, is about the relationship between 
Aristotle Onassis and Maria Callas- and Jackie 
Kennedy, who came between them. Gage also 
served as executive producer of The Godfa- 
ther: Part Ill and as producer on the film ver- 
sion of Eleni starring John Malkovich and Kate 
Nelligan. Gage is also a prize-winning jour- 
nalist, whose investigative reporting on orga- 
nized crime for the New York Times gained 
him the experience needed to tell the most 
important story of his life- his book, his film, 
his mother, and the subject of his speech- Eleni. 

Gage’s speech was the story of his 
journey to become a writer. That story begins 
with the death of his mother, Eleni, in Greece 
in 1948. Gage and his sisters learned of her 
death 23 days after the fact in a refugee camp 
where they spent six months waiting to go to 
America, to join a father he had never met, here 


in Worcester. Gage was nine years old. On 
arrival, the Gage children were placed in a 
classroom for the disabled because there were 
no facilities for non-English speaking children. 

Education deserves a serious place in 
the path Gage followed to become a writer. 
When questioned on bilingual education, Gage 
addressed the issue by giving his views on a 
necessity to balance the need to learn the lan- 
guage with the equally important need for a 
universal language. Gage favors limited bilin- 
gual education (no more than one to two years) 
balanced against the importance of teaching 
these students the language they need to com- 
municate in this country. Education again 
played a part in Gage’s journey to becoming a 
writer when a teacher, a graduate of Worcester 
State College, encouraged the young Gage to 
write about his experiences in Greece. His re- 
sulting essay, which allowed the traumatized 
young man to deal with his feelings about his 
mother’s death, won a prize. It was then fixed 
in Gage’s mind that he would one day become 
a writer and write the story of Eleni. 

Gage entered the field of journalism, 
honing skills he would need to uncover and 
write about his mother’s death. He became an 
accomplished journalist, specializing in orga- 
nized crime and winning several major awards 
while writing for prestigious newspapers. De- 
spite moving to Greece to work for a bureau 
of the New York Times opened at Gage’s re- 
quest, his early attempts to write his mother’s 


story were met with frustration. During this 
period, Gage performed extensive investiga- 
tive journalism in the countries surrounding 
Greece. Given the recent events, it is worth 
mentioning that 22 years ago, Gage was in the 
mountains of Afghanistan. 

Through all of this, Gage never lost 
site of his desire to tell the story of his mother’s 
death. His attempts to write were thwarted at 
every turn beginning with his own pain at the 
story of his mother’s death. Guilt was a major 
factor, as Gage said in his book, “I knew that I 
was the primary reason she made the choices 
she did. No one doubted that she died so that I 
could live.” His efforts to tell the story were 
hampered by his own guilt, inaccurate memo- 
ries, lack of details and witnesses scattered 
throughout the world. Gage never gave up. 
Vengeance would not let him. 

Gage’s success investigating orga- 
nized crime makes more sense in context- if 
there was ever a man who understood ven- 
geance and blood lust it was a man whose 
mother was tortured and murdered to save his 
life. Even after all these years, Gage spoke with 
careful control of his desire for vengeance that 
led him to determine and seek out the man he 
considered most responsible for his mother’s 
death. Gage spoke of the unmarked gun ob- 
tained from mafia connections he had made in 
his reporting days. He talked of finding the man 
whose hands were stained with Eleni’s blood, 


more GAGE page 7 


Campus critiques Chartwells’ chow 
Employee opinions differ greatly from student views 


By Marla Bissonnette 
VOICE CORRESPONDENT 


Chartwells’ dishwasher is up and run- 
ning, making it possible to bring back silver- 
ware and chinaware to the students at Worces- 
ter State College. The machine, which was 
having problems with its “final rinse” tempera- 
ture, is now running perfectly, according to 
Chartwells Service Manager, Theo Klarakis. 
“There are no complaints. We now have the 
temperature we had wanted,” Klarakis said. 

Klarakis added that the machine has 
been running adequately for over a month, and 
they plan to keep it for as long as it works, in 
hopes to continue offering better tableware. 

Klarakis noted other changes in the 
upper cafeteria. “We’ve added more variety to 
the salad bar and extra-extra variety to the ce- 
real selection,” he said. 

When asked about the break up in 
hours the café is open, Klarakis stated that there 
was a problem because the kids wanted hot 
food all of the time. “Paul Joseph and my di- 
rector wanted to break up the hours, 7 a.m. to 
10:15 a.m. for breakfast, 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
for lunch, and 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. for dinner, 
so that the staff and I would have a chance to 
prepare ourselves.” 


Klarakis is very happy with the din- 
ing services at WSC. “I’m happier and the stu- 
dents seem happier,” he said, “I also have a 
wonderful crew; they’re just great students. We 
are working all the time to improve the place, 
and by next semester, we hope to have even 
better food and service.” 

Some WSC diners would probably 
welcome this better food and service. Fresh- 
man Kevin Derosiers said that there should be 
a better variety of food. According to Derosiers, 
the best night to eat there is when “those or- 
ange chicken wings” are offered. As for the 
worst, Derosiers said, “the pizza is atrocious. 
At the beginning of the year I ate a piece and 
now I can’t even look at it.” 

Sophomore Amber Bregnard talked 
about a paper she wrote for her personal health 
class, “I had to tell about a food goal I tried to 
reach, and reasons for why I failed. I had at- 
tempted to eat a healthier, more nutritious diet 
but I couldn’t do it.” Bregnard said that this is 
mainly because of the food offered in the café. 

“They concentrate more on saving 
money than making it taste good or making it 
nutritious,” said junior Alisha Pervier. She only 
eats there sometimes because of the substitu- 
tion of “sloppy joe” mix for the tacos, and she 


has found numerous hairs in her food. “It was 
especially disturbing when I found one in my 
tuna casserole,” Pervier said. 

Pervier feels that Chartwells should 
have chicken nuggets more often, offer more 
nutritious options such as “stuffed peppers,” 
and make it possible for students to use flex 
dollars to treat friends to meals. “I only have 
the 14 meal-a-semester plan, so I have no guest 
passes,” Pervier said. 

Anthony Goodwin, who eats in the 
café on occasion, said he only likes Chartwells 
lemonade and cookies. “Every day they have 
the same hamburgers, hotdogs and other junk,” 
Goodwin said, “but the chicken isn’t that bad.” 
However, Goodwin also feels that the price to 
eat in the upper café is expensive, “Why should 
I pay five something for bad food when I could 
pay the same price for something from 
Wendy’s or some Chinese food,” he said. 

“TI don’t go there very often,” said 
senior Christel Charlesworth, “but I do think 
it is much better than it was before. I like the 
all-you-can-at buffet better than the single pric- 
ing we had a few years back,” she said. 

“Well, you know, it does feed you,” 
Goodwin said. 
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THE 


John Brown III 


Running a newspaper is a difficult undertaking. Without the 
support of a quality staff and the support of a college community any 
undertaking will surely fail. The Student Voice has become in the 
eyes of many on campus a successful and credible source for news 
concerning Worcester State College. In my two years with the 
Student Voice, I have seen this paper literally put back on the 
newsstands around campus. In the spring of 1999, the Voice was shut 
down by the college administration, due to an error in judgment by a 
former editor. 

When I arrived on campus in the fall of 99', I decided that I 
would like to be involved in the student newspaper, only to find it 
was not being published. The only source of printed news for the 
campus had been pulled from the shelves in the spring of 99' for 
what the administration had deemed an inappropriate article. The 
flame of a college newspaper had gone out. 

The match was struck that fall when a half dozen students 
arrived for a meeting of the Student Voice. We did our best to put the 
paper together that semester, with none of us having any real 
newspaper experience. We started from scratch, with computers that I 
still believe were older than me. The computers would constantly 
freeze and our lack of any working knowledge of both PageMaker 
and PhotoShop led to many obstacles in formatting and layout of the 
paper, let alone saving it to disk and sending it to print. 

I joined together with 4 individuals in the Voice office and 
we decided it was time to get the paper up and running. We would 
not only get it back on the shelves but we would eventually make it 
respectable. Some of my new found friends after reading it said it 
should be renamed, “The John Brown Chronicle”. As always the 
Voice was short of staff and there was much news to cover, so I did it 
without question. 

The first editor I wrote for had a glorious idea, turn the 
paper into an entertainment magazine for their own personal gain in 
the future. The next editor would show up on occasion and was voted 
off by the three members of the staff. The most memorable editor I 
was able to learn from was the one who would show up with an 
article the day the paper would go to press and say “I don’t care 
where you put, just make sure it goes in.” 

In the last two years here at Worcester State the Student 
Voice has undergone major changes. An individual who knew quite a 
bit about the layout process of the paper. appeared it seemed from 
nowhere. Suddenly the staff saw a flicker of light beginning to shine 
down from the skies. Three of us went to a newspaper conference 
that year and the result is what you currently see every other Tues- 
day. The seven-column format of the paper replaced the long- 
standing four-column format of the Voice. This new design along 
with including color on the front and rear pages, a new look was born 
for the paper and new interest came along with it. 

Art the same time more creative people also joined the 
ranks. Readers now enjoy a weekly crossword puzzle, created and 
assembled by our very own Brendan A. McGrail. There is a poetry 
page, we have done a Getting To Know feature and have an enter- 
tainment page (Ryan would be so happy). We are currently striving 
for perfection at the paper and have come close on a few occasions. 
But hey if you reach that level of perfection the only way to go is 
down. We here at the Voice will continue moving in a positive 
direction. 

When I started with the Voice I wrote over 50% of the 
articles included in each edition (This is something I can say I am not 
proud of). I then began doing layout of the paper. If anyone has any 
copies of the old style Voice please burn them for your own safety. It 
didn’t stop there until this semester I was paying the bills for the 
Voice (in May 00' we ran out of money). 

I have been called egotistical and self-righteous due to my 
involvement with this paper, but I have done my best to provide a 
point of view that is not always popular with both students and 
administration. I feel I have done my best to give the school a quality 
publication it deserves. I have never backed down on an issue 
regarding this school and if asked to defend my position, I have and 
will. I now leave this position so that another student may feel the 
highs and lows of being the one in the spotlight. I hope you have 
enjoyed the paper as much as I have enjoyed being a part of provid- 
ing students with it. Best of Luck to the next E.I.C. of the Student 
Voice. 
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by Roger and Salem Salloom® 1997 


When my girlfriend 
and | go out for pizza, | pay for it. 
If | didn’t we couldn't go out very 
much, | make more money than 
she does. 

Sometimes she say's | pay 
for everything so that I can kiss 
her at night. But that's not why! 
do it. Some guys think that way 
but I don't. 

When | kiss her something 
takes over my body. She has neat 
lips. 

| don't know why | make 
more money than she does. She's 
as smart as me.... even smarter in 
some ways. 

It's all confusing. 

All | really do know is that 
since last February 1st she owes 
me $123.48 for pizzas and drinks. 


He 1s ““saddened’”’ 
for McGrail 


Dear Mr. McGrail, 

I was greatly saddened for you today when I read your editorial. 
I was glad to see you, and the paper acknowledged this counter paper, 
The State Pen. However, I was sad to see that in a botched attempt to 
maintain what little respect your paper currently holds you were forced 
(and I say forced because no mature journalist would lash out in such a 
way) to talk, in specifics about the journalist’s grammar and lack of 
editorial ability. Bottom line, for all the flaws in the paper it is another 
VOICE. In the lone issue out, it took chances, made claims and didn’t 
back them up. I thank them for that because as students sometimes we 
simply want to know that someone shares our views, opinions and like 
us doesn’t know how to fix it. 

Reading along as your faux anger towards this paper grows 
was enjoyable, to see you clammer about credibility and places you 
have worked. A marvelous piece of writing. I understand that everyone 
can write an editorial, and like you, I am making that painfully obvious 
here. 

Please in further issues, I implore you do not let yourself be 
controlled by your emotions like the beloved JB3; its disheartening. 
Please do continue to kick yourself over not getting in on the State 
Pen, and for not being able to sway those authors into coming to the 
totalitarian Voice. Fear and competition are needed, and we as students 
hope the Voice can respond with something other than tongue out 
statements like “well...couldn’t she see the glaring grammatical error?” 
Mr. McGrail, we are not perfect and nor do we all feel that perfect 
grammar is the only way a point is made. I believe that most who read 
that paper simply agreed, nodded their head a bit and said I wonder 
how the Voice will respond. And now those readers are still nodding 
their head saying ohh that’s too bad about how they, or he did. 


I am including my full name, at your request 
Douglas Sullivan 


And to paraphrase, “writing isn’t all about where to put the commas 
and periods.” 


reading inthe Eager 
Auorum bythe winner 
poi tbe 2001 Aas 
|Contest on Thursday, 
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Academia and Freedom 
of Speech? 


To the Worcester State College Community, 

As you may know, the American 
Council of Trustees and Alumni, a group 
devoted to curb liberal tendencies in academia, 
recently published a report entitled “Defending 
Civilization: How Our Universities Are Failing 
America and What Can Be Done About It,’. 
This report is drawing more attention unusual 
attention because one of the council’s founding 
members is Lynne V. Cheney, the wife of Vice 
President Dick Cheney. In the report—posted 
on the council’s web site, (www.goacta.org/ 
Reports/defciv.pdf), ACTA calls “upon colleges 
and universities to adopt strong core curricula 
that include rigorous, broad based courses on 
the great works of Western civilization as well 
as courses on American history, America’s 
founding documents, and America’s continuing 
struggle to extend and defend the principles 
on which its was founded”. 

The report continues with the veiled 
warning that “if institutions fail to do so alumni 
should protest, donors should fund new 
programs, and trustees should demand action”. 
The report also lists 117 “anti-American” 
statements heard on college campuses and 
accuses several dozen scholars, students and 
even a university president of what they call 
unpatriotic behavior after Sept. 11. 

It seems evident that ACTA is trying 
to curb the ability of college communities to 
speak freely about the political issues of the 
day and that they are taking advantage of the 
current situation to establish some control over 
the curricula in higher education. Since the 
media is already muzzled—and transformed 
from the public’s watchdog into the 
establishment’s puppy dog—it seems that it is 
now academia’s turn to fall into place and align 


its curricula with the currently dominant 
ideology of nationalism. When the country and 
the whole of humanity need an American 
citizenry capable of understanding geo-politics 
and the myriad ways in which individuals, 
countries, and civilizations are interconnected, 
we in higher education are being warned to 
focus narrowly on US history and the great 
works of Western civilization. This call by the 
ACTA is not an isolated event but part of a 
broader authoritarian pattern that includes the 
violation of civil rights of perceived political 
dissenters, the stated intention to use secret 
military tribunals, and a tight control of 
information. 

Given that nationalism is the 
dominant ideology at this time, the state of our 
democracy and freedom of speech can be 
ascertained by the level of tolerance that the 
groups in power have for ideas that offer 
alternative perspectives or critiques of this 
nationalist ideology. For this reason, it is 
absolutely necessary at this historical moment 
for us to maintain a safe space for the exchange 
of international perspectives on our current 
situation. We need to maintain freedom of 
speech inside academia and demand 
that freedom also be restored in corporate 
owned media. Democracy is not a given. 
Neither here nor anywhere. We all know it. It 
is simple. Without freedom of speech and ideas 
there is no democracy. 

Riddle: How do you cook a frog in a 
pot without a lid? You raise the temperature of 
the water very slowly. This way the frog 
doesn’t react to being cooked. 


-Professor Carlos Fontes 


Introducing our NEW online special, the... 


Online Order Only 
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B Cr ea Rad Y seme When Following A Yyeam 


Angelic Aphrodite came to me in the realm of a dream To show me an edenic grove where flowers dust the earth 
And sunlight encases butterflies in gold. But my attention was drawn to a dark rock, Half in the ground, with you 
sitting on it, Your arms wrapped around your knees, Crying. I wake, dress and burst into the forest That leads to the 
Mountain, to search for you, And ease your distress. But he who tricks those who Enter his Kingdom, Faunus, 
tangled my feet in Myrtle root And down I went with sprained ankle and swollen knee. If I could find the way 
without stagger or limp, I know I’d discover that sanctum where you are Waiting for someone to rescue and make 
you happy, But I stumble, fall and the light goes black. Angelic Aphrodite approached again, looked upon My 
wounds, showed me a scene, frowned, and Let me be. I saw that Somebody better made it to that sun encased estate, 
Gazed upon the wild flowers, morning dew, and the Ivory girl beauty of you. The last I saw was you and him 
embrace Before the Love Goddess left me to my disgrace. So I open my eyes, stand and sway off in a different 
direction With a consuming image (you laying with him in that hidden Comfortable bed of nature) cutting my heart. 
And I, blinded by my tears, trip again and fall down the Mountain, into the river that leads to Hades Where Tantalus 
thirsts’, vultures dine on Tityos’ liver And my sorrow finds a home where it will thrive While my body is forced to 
die. 


Wild, passionate power Courses through my 
veins My heart a roaring tempest Revenge! 
Screams my brain. 


Melissa Maldonado 


Phil St.Pierre 


HEAR MY PLEA O 
BRETTON WOODS! 


With malice towards none 
I desire to raise my tone 

in a bid to reach the powers 
those powers that tower 


The Voice needs you! We 
are seeking creative minds 
to submit poems or short 
stories for the Accentua- 

tions page. If you submit a _ 
poem or story that is pub- 

_ lished in The Voice, you will 

receive a Voice tee-shirt. 

What could be better while 

in college than a free tee- 

shirt offer. Please send us 
your writings at our email 
address, with your name 
attached. The address is 
dcampbell @worcester.edu. 


the gap between the haves and have nots 
Has all the knots 

Knots that restrict and oppress 

and malign those in the third world 


I am sending out an appeal, 

In the hope of a repeal 

Our fathers who art at the world bank, 
Save us that we may not sink. 


Sink us not with representative democracy, 
Allow us to develop our own 

Be it autocracy and not anarchy, 

Please respect our choices as our own. 


We have a right to be heard, 
Because we have voices too, 
Hit us not too hard, 

Since you have feelings too. 


Simon Njoroge NguGgi 


We watched 


We watched those images again and again and again. Nothing can numb you more than seeing those planes hit, and knowing, just knowing how many people are in 
there. Sharpening pencils, pouring coffee, making copies, on the phone with a stockholder, a loved one, a friend. We see an explosion. Inside are smiles and gossip, 
handshakes, tours...then simply chaos. On the plane. Chewing gum to pop their ears, wiping a child’s mouth, stretching, yawning, sleeping. One of you on a 
business trip-the last one you before you retire to spend more time with the family. The couple in the back on their way to California, tickets to some shows, and 
suntan lotion that explodes on Manhattan. The baby in her lap, going to see her Grandmother for the first time. All cries unheard that day. We are all left just to 
imagine...and to cry your unshed tears. On the ground, firemen running up flights to save you. Policemen on the ground directing traffic. Workers running, 
running...running. Dirt, dust debris all swallowing up countless lives, loves, mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, friends. On the television. 
Headlines...missing...dead...survivors...tears, sadness, havoc, loss. Below you, anger, sadness, loss, plain grief. What are we left with now? That day of days, so sad, 
so memorable, so choking. Now, your stories flooding over as our tears, as a nation, we cry. From the kitchen comes a stifled cry. “Oh no...Oh my god.” Three days 
after such misery. “Oh... am going to be sick.” I hadn’t spoken to her yet, the usual fight had occurred the night before. You’re cramping my style; I’m thirty, tough 
shit if you don’t like my ways. But, something was wrong. “What’s wrong Mom?” I called from the bedroom. “Oh...god...I can’t believe it. How come I didn’t hear 
this before? They never gave the names...” “What?” I got out of bed and went into the kitchen. She sat there, paper on table, mouth covered in disbelief. Who, 
who...oh god. “I worked with him. You might have met him I don’t know. Oh, God I feel sick...he was on Flight 11.He was on flight 11..”’ My stomach churned and 
burnt. The first plane that hit...oh...Jesus, who? “Peter, I wonder if he knows, oh, why didn’t they say his name before. Christ, why am I reading this now.” I glanced 
at the headline “Netstal worker...” oh god, she had worked with him. I felt sick. Someone she had once seen every day, a young man beginning his career, was on 
that flight. Years later, not reading about his successful career; instead reading about his tragic end. She stared, and stared, refusing to believe it. She saw those 
images, and now she saw images of an old friend in seat 23, bracing for his death, and thinking of his family. I tried to imagine, to fathom, but couldn’t-it was too 
hard. Bob Hayes. “It was his last trip...I. oh god. I feel sick.” I felt so shallow, so empty. Hours before my concern were focused on daily attitudes, of stupid quirks. 
What priorities did I have? People die. They die and you can’t say anything to them when they die. I remember that pain. What if she were on that plane? God, what 
could I feel knowing someone watched those towers.closing in? You feel the decline, they assure you will be ok...just do what they say, just do what they say. But 
they kill you anyway. They don’t care. Don’t fly again, please don’t ever fly. My face began to twitch. She knew that man. He left his wife, his kids his life, so 
goddamn unwillingly. It was so unfair. It was worse than seeing the woman crying because her husband was on the 93rd floor...I cried. The man who was the pilot’s 


brother-he looked so strong, so numb...I cried. The woman who sat in the kitchen staring at the headline, running to the bathroom...I cried. I still cry. We still cry...all 
of us. 


-Dundon, Deirdre 
ee eee ee 
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All about our editor: John Brown III 


Longtime Voice member will resign at the end of semester 


By Danielle Williamson 
MANAGING EDITOR 


Many members of the Worcester State 
College community are familiar with John 
Brown I[I]—or at least his name, which has 
appeared in every issue of the Student Voice 
since he helped put it back on the shelves in 
the fall of 1999. Perhaps regular readers of the 
Voice feel that they know him, as his 
sometimes-controversial editorials and stories 
appear in most issues of the paper. However, 
the story of Brown’s unique life, including his 
recovery from a near-fatal accident, has yet to 
be told. 

Brown first attended WSC in 1986, 
straight from Marlboro High School. In the 
spring of 1990, Brown left the college, asked 
not to return because he failed out. The now 
33 year-old Brown, who will graduate with a 
communications degree in May, has made a 
better impression on the college this time 
around. “I had too much going on,” Brown said 
about his initial college experience. 

Few could argue that Brown, whose 
mother’s painful struggle with cancer led to 
her death in 1987, would have had a difficult 
time adjusting to college. “My mom’s passing 
away was a big reason why I wasn’t ready for 
school,” Brown said. 

Brown entered the work force after 
his mother died, and was promoted to a 
managerial position at Harrison Conference 
Services. After that job ran his course, he began 
working as a lobby supervisor at UMass 
Medical Center in 1994. “I was very happy 
there,” he said. 

But the very job that made Brown so 
happy eventually led to a crippling car accident 
that left him unable to participate competitively 
in sports, and damaged his memory. On a 
miserable, snowy, and icy night in March 1998, 
on the way back from training a driver, the Ford 
Explorer that Brown was driving slid on some 
ice through an intersection and was broad sided 
on the driver’s side by another vehicle. 

The collision is the last thing that 
Brown remembers about the accident. His 
earliest memory since the accident came three 
weeks later. “The first thing I remember is a 
neuropsychologist telling me that I had 


approximately the mentality of a first grader, 
and that I wouldn’t recover much more,” 
Brown recalled. 

That was over three years ago. Now, 
little obvious physical or mental evidence, save 
for the scar on the back of his head, remains 
from the accident that once seriously 
threatened his ability to lead a normal life. 

Brown remembers running into an old 
friend in the summer of 1999, then a student at 
WSC. “She told me I should try to take a class, 
to see if I could do it—even though I was told 
that I’d never be able to take a class again,” 
Brown said. 

Brown took her advice, and in the fall 
of 1999, enrolled in Lori Dawson’s psychology 
of human sexuality class. “(Dawson) was a 
great person to have as a professor,’ Brown 
said. “I explained my situation to her, and she 
told me that if I couldn’t focus, she would help 
me.” Brown, who thought he would never 
attend college again, earned a B- for a final 
grade. “I don’t remember asking for any help 
that semester. I pretty much just did it,’ Brown 
said. 

But then again, sometimes John, 
well...doesn’t remember. As a result of the 
severe concussion he received from the 
accident, he suffers from Post-concussive 
syndrome, which causes the memory to lose 
bits of information. While he remembers many 
things before the accident, it is hard for him to 
form new memories. This serves as an 
explanation for why Brown can be so forgetful. 
The disorganized and messy Voice office 
represents Brown’s occasionally scattered- 
mind. 

“T lose a lot of the things that have 
been given to me...people who know my 
situation know that. They know to e-mail me a 
half dozen times, to call me, and remind me,” 
Brown explained. “I sometimes forget daily 
conversations I have with people,” he added. 

Brown’s memory is weaker than most 
people’s, as it often requires momentous 
experiences and regular interaction with people 
for him to remember. Brown’s co-workers at 
the Voice, and at The Sports Authority, don’t 
have to worry about him forgetting them, since 


they see each other on such a regular basis. 
But Brown cannot guarantee he’ll remember 
someone he meets out on a weekend, or 
occasionally runs into at school. He groups his 
experiences into two categories: impact and 
non-impact. “Non-impact people are the ones 
that are kind of quiet and don’t go out of their 
way to get to know people. Impact people can 
be friendly and outgoing, or rude and crass. 
It’s all about the first impression,” Brown said. 

Ironically, most people who meet 
John, remember him. An actively involved 
student at WSC, Brown can be seen at virtually 
any important campus event, whether he’s 
writing a story or taking pictures for the paper, 
or participating himself. Incidentally, Brown 
himself is one of the friendly and outgoing 
“impact people” that he describes. 

Brown, while generally maintaining 
a healthy level of optimism, can get frustrated. 
The once-enthusiastic hockey player must now 
sit on the sidelines because his brain damage 
has affected his right leg. He finds his part- 
time job at the Sports Authority tiring, and 
questions his ability to ever be able to work 
full-time again. “I get physically exhausted 
after work, I’m spent, I can’t do anything,” 
Brown said. However, dabbing in tons of 
different activities keeps him alert. This 
explains his wide-involvement in and around 
WSC. “If I do a little bit there, a little bit 
here...that’s when I stay fresh,” he explained. 

Brown will resign as editor-in-chief 
of the Voice at the end of the semester. “I feel 
it’s time for a fresh start, for somebody new to 
take the paper on its own path,” said Brown, 
who has spent nearly every other weekend for 
the past three years in the Voice office. 

Brown, who enjoys singing (he has 
sung the national anthem at Ice Cats games 
and at last year’s graduation ceremony), is 
unsure of what the future holds for him after 
he leaves WSC. One thing of which he is sure, 
is that hell miss the everyday experiences of 
being around people. “I want to go into public 
relations, where Ill always be dealing with 
people,” Brown said. 

And for all Brown’s idiosyncrasies, 
he will not soon be forgotten on this campus. 


Olympics touch WSC 


Student will be torch-bearer for winter games 


By Jayme Reed - 
VOICE CORRESPONDENT 


What would you say if you found out 
that you were one of 11,500 torchbearers for 
the Salt Lake 2002 Olympic Winter Games? 
One Worcester State student thought it was a 
joke when she found out. Coca-Cola chose 
Melissa Angelo to become an inspirational 
torch runner. Her friends nominated her be- 
cause they felt that when she went through a 
difficult time in her life, she was able to be 
strong and pull through with a smile on her 
face. So when the opportunity arose for them 
to nominate the most inspirational person they 


knew, Anglelo immediately came to mind. All. 


Angelo had to do was fill out some paperwork. 

Angelo will not know when or where 
she will be running from until two weeks be- 
fore the event, but it will most likely be either 
Dec. 27 or Dec. 28, and she will only have to 
run for .2 miles. She will wear a uniform that 
will be given to her, and with that, she will 
wear an angel charm necklace. She also gets 


to-keep the torch. “It’s a once in a life time 
experience and I am excited to get the chance,” 
Angelo said. 

The torch relay begins Dec. 4th in 
Atlanta, Ga. The flame will visit 46 states and 
will cover 13,500 miles. It will travel an aver- 
age of 208 miles per day, and it will stop for 
two community celebration days. The torch- 
bearers will be accompanied by one of approxi- 
mately 4,300 support runners, each of whom 
will be running three times as far as each torch- 
bearer. Besides the torchbearers, the Olympic 
torch will travel via automobile, airplane, train, 
boat, dogsled, skier, horse drawn sleigh, snow- 
mobile, ice skaters, and even by covered 
wagon. 

On Feb. 8, 2002, the Olympic flame 
will enter Salt Lake City, Utah for the opening 
ceremony, marking the official start of the 2002 
Olympic Winter Games. For more information 
about the torch carrying, go 
www.cocacola.com. 
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: Ironclad at Higgins Armory 
: Armor and medieval attire on display at museum 
° By Jennifer Duquette 

; VOICE CORRESPONDENT 

& 


= Bob Reed and a group of volunteer actors from New Hamp- 
® shire offer a presentation on the first Saturday of every month at Higgins 
S Armory Museum. 100 Barber Ave., Worcester. 
Reed, in “The Wolfe Argents,” portrays Charles the Bold, and 
. demonstrates what it was like to put on armor during the 15th century. 
Other actors in the group include Craig Nadler, who portrays 
. an infantry man, Pieter Laubscher, who presents himself in medieval 
street clothing, and Nikki Prive, who is supposed to be a camp follower 
E who does the cooking and cleaning. 
The armor that Reed uses is not authentic; it is all made for 
him. Nadler makes all of the other costumes for the performance. 
Also showing at the museum is the exhibit, “Shields of Faith: 
. Russian Icons of the 16th to the 20th centuries.” This exhibit shows 
® rare, never-before-seen Russian Icons from private collectors, Gordan 
“4 and Janet Lankton. 
] The exhibit includes over 70 icons of the Cloissonne work, 
z elaborate silver frames, and a jewel-like decoration of imperial Russia. 
The museum also has instructional classes for medieval sword- 
play and renaissance fencing. These workshops are free for museum 
members. For more information about the classes contact Dr. Jeffrey 


“We have to vary programs from age four right through eighty- 
four,’ Berg said. Everything from Joan of Arc presentations to films 
about dragons can be seen at the museum. 

Higgins Armory is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday 
through Saturday. Admission is $6.75 for adults and $5.75 for chil- 
dren. For seniors, admission is $6, and children under the age of five 
can get in for free. For more information, call (508) 853-6015. 


a 

it 

. Forgeng at (508) 853-6015 or e-mail him at jforgeng @higgins.org. 
ig 
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Music, Movies & More 


Come get a Job at Monsters, Inc 
Adults and kids will enjoy this cartoon comedy 


By Erinn Ballou 
VOICE CORRESPONDENT 


The previews began and the lights 
began to dim. The children’s voices began to 
hush. Suddenly, but calmly one hears; 
“BEEP BEEP BEEP Attention, please. 
Attention, please. An emergency has been 
reported in the building. Please cease 
operations and exit the building utilizing the 
nearest exit or fire exit. BEEP BEEP BEEP” 

Suddenly, the theatre is up on their 
feet in an organized but nervous fashion. As 
people head for the door a mother who had 
gone to the snack bar runs back in and 
through the exiting masses to find her son. 
Once in the hallway the smell of burning 
popcorn is nauseating. The manager motions 
for the patrons to return to their seats; it was 
merely a problem with burnt popcorn. 

A few moments later, the lights dim 
and the previews continue. Just as the movie 
is about to begin, the gentle man in the box 
again reports that there is an emergency in 
the building and the bewildered parents and 
children sit stunned nut quite knowing what 
to do. The manager again comes into the 
theatre to report that the fire department 
would have to rest the fire alarm and then 
the movie would begin. 

The movie is now 45 minutes late 
and some of these small children have been 
sitting there for over an hour. Would 


Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone spell success 


Director Chris Columbus conjours up a winner at the box office 


By David Cantor 
VOICE STAFF 


What is all this hype about the new 
movie Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone? 
Not only children, but adults as well are buying 
tickets in advance to see this so called 
spectacular movie of the century. I was curious 
to know exactly just how good this movie 
really was. After I bought my ticket, I 
proceeded to find a seat in the movie theatre 
only to notice that there wasn’t one child in 
sight at this showing of the movie. I sat down 
not knowing what to expect, being that I have 
never read a Harry Potter book. All I knew 
about the movie, which I’ve seen from 
previews, was that Harry Potter was a young 
wizard who attends a special school for witches 
and wizards. 

The movie, which was directed by 
Chris Columbus (Home Alone, Mrs. 
Doubtfire), had an interesting start, showing 
Harry Potter, played by Daniel Radcliffe, 
growing up, without knowing he’s a wizard, 
but starting to show some signs of it. Although 


Monsters Inc. hold their short attention 
spans? Would it hold the adults? 

The film began with another of 
Pixar’s famous shorts, this one about birds 
sitting on a telephone wire. While there was 
no dialogue, the humor came across just the 
same. 

Monsters Inc. is a comedy written 
not only for children but also for adults. It 
played on real human emotions that every- 
one can relate. Set in Monstropolous, 
Monsters Inc. is a power company, which 
powers the city by bottling children’s 
screams. 

Sully (John Goodman) and Mike 
(Billy Crystal) are partners at work and best 
friends. Sully was the proud holder of the 
number one scary monster at Monsters Inc. 
However, Randal Boggs (Steve Buscemi) is 
looking to dethrone Sully and become the 
number one monster in the eyes on his boss, 
Henry J. Waternoose (James Coburn). 

One day, Sully accidentally lets a 
child who he names Boo (Mary Gibbs) into 
Monstropolous. He and Mike now have to 
figure out how to get Boo back into her 
bedroom without anyone knowing that a 
child had entered their world or that they 
were hiding her. 

Sully learns that the stereotype that 
had been placed on children was incorrect 
and he learns that children are not as bad as 
he once thought and that those that he once 
thought he could trust were really behind 


living in a bad environment, practically being 
a slave to his aunt, uncle and spoiled cousin, 
he still keeps his wits about him. After 
receiving a few letters from the Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, and a visit 
from an emissary named Hagrid (Robbie 
Coltrane), Harry’s uncle lets him attend the 
school. 

Harry becomes friends with Ron 
Weasley (Rupert Grint), and Hermione 
Granger (Emma Watson), and together they 
learn about something called the “Sorcerer’s 
Stone.” They find evidence of an upcoming 
theft of the stone, and since no one believes 
them, they feel they must do whatever they can 
within their power to stop it from happening. 
Using their learned wizardry, of which they are 
not yet perfect with, they attempt to save the 
“Sorcerer’s Stone,” from being stolen. 

Overall, the movie was a good film 
for both adults and children. It seemed like it 
was geared to get the attention of people of all 
different ages. This is probably a contributing 
factor to why there weren’t any children at the 
movie. The movie brings you into an 


something that Sully couldn’t even imagine. 

Although there is some predictabil- 
ity to the movie, there are even plot twists 
that adults find interesting. The humor is 
written in such a way that there is something 
for everyone to enjoy. While there is nothing 
really over the child’s head and there is 
nothing offensive, it caters to both the child 
and adult. 

The main plot of the movie deals 
with two main subjects that help children 
develop. First, the relationship between Sully 
and Mike becomes tense and they have to 
resolve their problem to repair the friend- 
ship. The second and most important lesson, 
especially these days, is the lesson of not 
stereotyping people, no matter how different 
they are. 

The most amazing aspect of the 
movie was the fantastic animation. Sully’s 
long fur flows gently in the breeze, and the 
humanistic features were incredible. Com- 
puter generated images have certainly come 
a long way. 

All and all, despite the unnerving 
start to the movie experience the plot and the 
animation made up for any inconvenience 
that occurred. More impressing, the children 
attended to the entire movie with little to no 
fuss noticeable to the others in the theatre. 

Certainly, this movie will fly off the 
shelves as soon as it hits the stores, but until 
then go see Monsters Inc. 


imaginary world that relates to the real world, 
but at the same time is filled with wizards, 
witches, dragons, unicorns, and other 
imaginary entities. Although it goes on for over 
two and a half hours, it still keeps the viewer 
into what is going on, and wondering what is 
going to happen in the end. 


Daniel Radcliffe, Ron Weasley and 
Hermione Granger in a scene from the new 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone movie 


Time Flies at 
WSC 


Devon Martin returns to 
campus for David Ives pro- 
duction 


By James E. Linton 
VOICE CORRESPONDENT 


The Worcester State Department of Performing Arts presented 
a collection of seven short comic pieces by David Ives. These separate 
One-Act plays were collectively entitled Time Flies, and were performed 
by a talented all student cast on Nov. 15, 16, 17, and 18. Director Anne 
Marie Shea skillfully orchestrated the eclectic plays. Professor Craig 
Quintero provided visual design and Katherine Scott, stage manage- 
ment. 

The title piece Time Flies enacted the lifespan of two mayflies 
(Devon Martin and Tim Smith). These confused mayflies dealt with, 
“being born by morning,” succumbing to the sexual urges “of puberty 
by mid-afternoon, ” and the inevitable doom of their existence by sun- 
set. 

The medical genius and malpractice of Dr. Fritz (Lessie Tyson) 
was brilliantly enacted on distraught patient Zachary Stevens. This 
comic exchange brought to life the unforeseen anxieties of medical 
treatment in a foreign land. 

In Babel’s to Arms the audience discovered the answers to the 
infinite when they, “beheld the stone!” As two tower builders (Erik 
Evan Johnson and Zachary Stevens) quarreled over the construction of 
the, “infinite numbers of nothing.” But it was resolved by the “use of 
the spunt,” which aided in the construction of an “infinitely high and 
broad” tower. 

In Arabian Nights the Interpreter (Tim Smith) transformed 
’ insinuating but timid discourse between two lovers (Evan Rooney, and 
Marie Annese) into rhythmic verse. j 

Three construction workers (Erik Johnson, Zachary Stevens, 
and Christopher Bettencourt) muse on past lives in Mere Mortals. These 
ironworkers sat upon a great edifice and reflected on life, nasal pas- 
sages, beauty, cupcakes, the Lindbergh baby, the ozone’s compression, 
and other mortal eccentricities. 

Television preyed upon the minds of a disjointed couple (Chris- 
topher Bettencourt and Aiiwa Lewis) in Captive Audience. Lewis des- 
perately seeks to amend her marriage only to lose her willpower to the 
temptations of TV hosts Zachary Stevens and Kristen Schuler. 

The enigma-induced mind of David Ives was fully realized in 
the “total deconstruction of personality, language, and liner time,” said 
Director Ann Maria Shea. In Enigma Variations the misgivings of a 
patient’s multiple personality (Jenn Kurylo and Lessie Tyson) are ad- 
dressed by a psychiatrist (Christopher Bettencourt and Tim Smith) who 
must deal with his own duality. 

The dramatic arts continue to thrive at WSC, and the gifted 
cast and meticulous direction of Time Flies attests to it. The perfor- 
mance beautifully exemplified how Time Flies when lungs fill with 
laughter. 


GAGE from page | 


forcing the lock and finding a sleeping man. Gage’s long awaited ven- 
geance was at hand- he only had to pull the trigger. The memory of his 
mother stopped him. 

Eleni’s final words were “My children.” Gage could not kill 
the man without losing himself and destroying the very thing his mother 
died to save. Gage recounted with pride President Ronald Reagan’s 
reference to those very words as one reason he pursued the arms trea- 
ties- to save all the children of the world. Eleni’s story revolves around 
her last words, “My children.” Eleni is an amazing story of triumph. 
Eleni had learned hope from the thought of a better place, and her life 
raising her children with an absent husband had given Eleni strength. 

When war tried to destroy what was most precious to Eleni, 
she, a simple village woman, found the strength to defy life. She won. 
Her final cry was triumphant. “My children.” Eleni was not killed 
merely because she removed her children, but because through her 
strength and courage, she had defeated her enemy. She had saved her 
children. She won. 

The story of Gage’s speech was the story of love, trauma, fam- 
ily, triumph, desire for vengeance, and finding truth. The story is 
about a writer’s search for meaning. The story is a complex one with a 
simple meaning. Eleni is the story of a mother who gave her son life 
twice, and the son who repaid her with immortality. 
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“Festival of Lights” 


La Salette Shrine lights up the holiday season 


By Jennifer Duquette 
VOICE CORRESPONDENT 


The La Salette Shrine, the popular 
Attleboro attraction, is holding it’s 49th year 
of the Festival of Lights. This year’s theme is 
“Jesus, Light Our World.” 

The beautiful display of 250,000 
lights can be seen every night from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. until Jan. 1, 2002. 

La Salette Shrine was first opened on 
Dec. 8, 1953 with only 5,000 Christmas lights. 

In 1942 the Missionaries of Our Lady 
of La Salette bought the property in Attleboro 
along with a distinctive building, referred to 
as “the castle,” which would serve as their 
seminary. 

By 1947, a replica of the La Salette 
Shrine in Attleboro was recreated in La Salette, 
France, where Mary, the mother of Jesus, is 
believed by many to have appeared before two 
children in 1846. 

Life-size statues of Mary, and the 


children, Melanie and Maximum, were built 
as visuals, and the missionaries used them to 
share Mary’s La Salette message of reconcili- 
ation. 

The “castle” has burned down since 
then, and the original small chapel has been 
rebuilt into a beautiful not-so-humble-looking 
church. 

The 250,000 lights on display at the 
shrine represent a beacon of light for people, 
and are used for celebrating the birth of Jesus. 

There are many activities at La 
Salette, including Christmas concerts, church 
services, and international nativity displays. 
There is also an opening ceremony and a bless- 
ing every day. 

There are also gift shops and a caf- 
eteria where people can go after they visit the 
illuminations. 

For more information about the shrine 
or directions, call (508) 222-5410 


SEBO SES 


Brunch with a 
bunch of friends isn’t 


If you want to 
impress your 
friends this wee 
end, why no | 
them somewhe 
special — the Sunday 
Brunch at the © : 
Beechwood Hotel. 


You'll enjoy an exten- 


sive selection of fresh 


menu items, including 


what it used to be. 


delicious made-to-order crepes, omelets, roasted 


meats, seafood selections, delicate desserts, and of 


course, a glass of fine champagne, compliments of the 


hotel. And to make it all even more special, you’ll 


also enjoy a 10% discount on the price of your meal. 


Bon appetit and cheers! 


*Excluding alcoholic beverages and gratuity. 


Other restrictions may apply. 


Please see our maitre d’ for more details. 


tux eE 


WORLDWIDE 
HOTELS 


BEECHW/OOD HOTEL 


Nothing like you expect. Everything you deserve. 


363 Plantation Street * Worcester, MA 01605 
508.754.5789 * FAX: 508.752.2060 


email: sales@beeshwoodhotel.com * www.beechwoodhotel.com 
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Annual SGA auction to be held for the Mustard seed 


Parking pass, tuition, Beanie babies, Boston Pops tickets, Coins, WSC apparel among the items up for bid 


Please join us at this year’s 11th annual SGA Auction for the Homeless on 
Wednesday, December 5, 2001 in the Blue Lounge. This year’s auction proceeds 
go directly to Abby’s House and the Mustard Seed in Worcester. 


The auction begins at 6pm and preview of all items begins at 4:30pm. Checks, 
VISA and MASTERCARD will be accepted. 


This year’s auction is LOADED with hundreds of holiday gifts and rare items. 
There are also lots of coins, antiques, and sports and other memorabilia. 
There is NO BUYERS’ PREMIUM and NO RESERVES. 


WSC RELATED ITEMS: (4) individual WSC 3-credit courses (day or eveing; 
graduate, undergraduate, or continuing ed); (1) semester (Spring 02) in WSC 
dorms; (6) Reserved parking spaces in upper campus lot (Spring 02) (3) WSC 
block meals plans; Rock maple WSC college chair, “90seconds of fame” as 
channel 3 news anchor on Lancer Outlook, full page ad (Student Voice); 4-Book 
pkg. yearbooks (1978-2001); WSC bldgs. Afghan; tix to all Sr. week events. 


OTHER HIGHLIGHTS: 9-11-01 America Beanie baby (error - black dot on left 
foot); retired (7-4-00) Lefty and Righty Beanie Babies, Princess Di Beanie 

Baby; 12-93 Bishop Desmond Tuto Autograph and malted Parade cover; signed 
Boston Bruins puck; signed (by actor) Star Trek Voyager “Neelix” action 

figure; (4) Gold Season passes for Mt. Wachusett; (2) 30" plus Orson Polar 

Bears; (2) signed copies of award-winning children’s book THE POLAR EXPRESS: 
(2) his & her body massages @ Paul Conzo’s; | hr. massage @ Tu Moda; Reel Big 
Fish T-shirt and signed concert poster; (4) Jillian’s pool parties for 25 

people; complete Pentium computer set-up with MS software; any Kaplan prep 
course; Matreshki doll pin (Russia). 


TICKETS, PASSES, GIFT CERTIFICATES: Tatnuck Bookseller; Higgins Armory 
Museum,; Worcester Art Museium; Wright’s Chicken Farm; Alta Vista Buffalo Farm 
Gift Shop; Nail Mania; 3-month membership @ Auburn Health Club; (2) tix Boston 
Pops Holiday Concert; (2) orch tix to “Nutcracker” Prov Perf. Arts Center; 

facial @ Europe Spa; miraculous creations (tattoos/body art); WSC bookstore; 

(2) Spring Fling tix; Cactus Pete’s; The Velvet Goose; Nancy Chang’s; Houston 
Floral Designs; D’ Angelo’s; O’ Coins; Tatnuck Sq. Getty; Ecotarium; St. Cyr’s; 
Beechwood Hotel Buffet (2); Spag’s; (2) 1-day or evening passes to Mt. 


B 
a 


Beat me 


aS 


Don't miss the bus. 
Use your Student Advantage Card. 

Call, log-on or walk-in and save ae \ 
yourself some cash. 800.343.9999 ef) [oo 


greyhound.com peterpanbus.com 


Wachusett; (2) tix Feb ’02 Godsmack concert; Rotman’s; Foxwoods 
Grand Pequot 
Hotel. 


COINS AND ANTIQUES: U.S. Large cents, commems, silver coins, 
proof sets, mint sets, first day covers and currency, Morgan dollars, 
US Olympic proof coins; Canadian proof coins; Jamaican proof + 
currency sets; US and World coin collections; 1952 mounted 
Christmas advertising; signed saddler teapot; signed McCoy wishing 
well; German chocolate pot; Bicentennial G. Washington plate; 
Russian Lacquered bow]; pr lacquer-ware pots; occupied Japan 
goblet set (6); Famed Minnie Mouse pic; 7 pe. sterling dresser set; 
signed Tiffany Sterling shot cup and ladies’ pen; framed NY Stock 
exchange Quote. 


MORE...Avon products gift sleigh basket; Avon Christopher 
Columbus Stein(MIB); Cast Iron Titanic Doorstep; (2) SOBE’s neon 
signs (new); SOBE multi-color golf club bag; new 5.5" BW TV; 
(new) radio/cd player; kitchware; 10 pc winter village set; (2) 
wormtown trading tapestries; country craft wooden heart; emergency 
car kit; stress baskets; WSC Varsity Athletic Wear and Collegiania L 
jacket; L blanket; XL denium shirt; L sweatshirt; NEFC jacket; L 

+ XL sweatshirts; M-L-XL Polo shirs; (2) dozen logo Titleist Golf 
balls; shorts; T-shirts and many more items - too many to list. 
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Talk about beautiful “women” 


First annual Miss Worcester State Drag Contest held 


By Marla Bissonette 
VOICE CORRESPONDENT 


Worcester State College held its first 
annual “Miss Worcester State Drag Contest,’ 
last Wednesday night. Male students dressed 
to the nines in their best female attire to com- 
pete for a grand prize of $200, second prize of 
$100, and a third prize of $50. 

The Student Events Committee spon- 
sored the event. SEC advisor Kristie DeSanctis 
borrowed the idea for a drag contest from Dean 
College. DeSanctis felt that a drag contest 
would be good fun for the students as a “‘stress 
reliever before finals.” 


Students Tiffany Dutkiewicz and 
Joshua “Amber” Katz hosted the show. Judges 
for the event were Tim Sullivan, Director of 
Student Activities; Sue Rainville, Secretary of 
Student Activities; Bonnie Richardson, Week- 
end Programmer; and Russ Vickstrom, Direc- 
tor of Human Resources. 

For three categories—summer wear, 
clubbing wear/talent, and evening wear, par- 
ticipants were judged on a scale of one to five, 
with five being the best. Each category was 
broken up into overall appearance, graceful- 
ness in dress, and how well the participants 
accessorized. 

There was a good turnout of students 
who came to watch the show. Stephanie 


Turenne, a WSC senior and member of SEC, 
said that she felt the show went very well. “The 
guys did an awesome job. They looked great 
as girls,’ Turenne said. 

Doug Pulsifer, also a senior, admired 
the participants’ courage. “It was interesting. I 
give them a lot of credit for what they did,” he 
said. 

Sophomore Alicia Orfalea could only 
say, “Oh my god. That’s all I have to say. Oh 
my god.” 

The first annual “Miss WS” crown 
went to “Larry” Tony Lopez. The runner up 
was Edward “Pandora” McGyver, and second 
runner up went to Mahi “Miss Mahi Mahi” 
Dias. 
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Need a date for 

the Semi? Just 

ask one of these 
gorgeous 
“women” 


From left Edward 
McGyver, Tony 
Lopez and Mahi 

Dias, pose for a few 
photos following the 
Darg Queen contest 
last Wednesday 
night. 


eh Th 
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Dr. Robert Walker named Director of Central Massachusetts Writing 


Worcester State College will recieve $20,000 grant for Summer Institute 


By Michelle Piazza 
VOICE CORRESPONDENT 


Dr. Robert Walker, former chair of the 
Department of Languages and Literature at 
Worcester State College, has recently assumed 
the position of Director of the Central Massa- 
chusetts Writing Project. “I had to step down 
as department chair after nine years because 
of term limitations, and since I have a back- 
ground and interest in teaching writing it was 
only natural for me to apply for the position,” 
Walker said. Walker’s co-directors include Jim 
McDermott and Gail Gilmore. 

WSC will receive a $20,000 grant in 
February 2002 to start the Summer Institute, 
which was developed to train the program par- 
ticipants to be more effective writing tutors. 
Walker said that WSC was chosen “partially 
because of its location, but largely because of 
its 125 years of contributions to the strength 
and health of the teaching profession in Cen- 
tral Massachusetts.” The hope is that the 
CMWP will open up possibilities of writing 
education to the teachers of the Worcester 
County. Previously, one had to travel to either 
Amherst or Boston, to attend the National 
Writing Project. 

The Invitational Summer Institute 
begins July 8, 2002, and runs for four weeks. 
“The Summer Institute will involve 15-20 area 
teachers from elementary to secondary levels 
who have been chosen on the basis of demon- 
strated skill as teachers of writing and on the 
basis of their leadership potential,’ Walker said. 
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Project 


Although the Summer Institute is not 
open to everyone, 100 invitations will be sent 
out. Only the best teachers who can stand up 
to the challenge of teaching writing effectively 
will be chosen. “We’re going to be very selec- 
tive about the 15-20 (people) who are finally 
chosen,” Walker said. 

With the increased education of writ- 
ing teachers, schools will have a better teach- 
ing environment in which to thrive, and stu- 
dents’ writing will gradually improve over 
time. “The philosophy of the NWP is that 
teachers who are good writers themselves, 
make better teachers of writing. That is the 
purpose of the Summer Institute,” Walker said. 
The NWP hopes to see better writing skills 
developed. This can only happen if teachers 
can teach them better. 

Out of the 200 sites of the NWP, 
Massachusetts only had two. These areas were 
overcrowded, trying to meet the demand for 
good teachers of writing. Walker feels it is the 
right time for a new site in Central Massachu- 
setts. Fewer participants during the Invitational 
Summer Institute will allow for better instruc- 
tion, and in the long run provide for better 
teacher consultants. 

Although each site stems from the 
NWP there is room for change within each site. 
“I went to a conference of about 650 teachers 
associated with NWP sites all over the coun- 
try and took ideas from a number of sites that 
do things differently depending on the needs 
of the culture in the areas,” Walker said. Based 
upon the Worcester County area the CMWP 


will come up with the necessary guidelines to 
follow. 

The CMWP plans to check up peri- 
odically on the participants. They will hold The 
Authors Night Out which is, “an opportunity 
during the school year for the alum of the Sum- 
mer Institute, the teacher consultants to get 
together and share with each other the writing 
that they have continued to do after the Insti- 
tute is over,’ Walker said. This will track their 
progress and make sure they are keeping up as 
teacher consultants. 

As the CMWP gets underway there 
will be a lot of costs not covered by the grant, 
such as e-mail, telephone, and general admin- 
istration. Walker stated that, “a small percent- 
age of administration costs, I believe its less 
than 15 percent, can be drawn from the fed- 
eral portion of the grant. The rest we’ ll simply 
have to negotiate with the department Chair 
and the vice president of academic affairs.” 

Walker further explained that one way 
or another the college will have to cover the 
costs. “Before Sept. 11, and before recession 
and budget crisis in Massachusetts, the college 
had signed a contract and made a commitment 
to the federal grant agency,” he said. “We have 
to find a way to honor it.” 


College computers infected this fall 


InformationTechnologies works non-stop as Worcester 
State plagued by computer issues this semester 


By Glen McEntire 
VOICE STAFF 


Imagine this scenario: it’s nine in the 
evening, and you're sitting at your desktop 
computer putting the finishing touches on a 
3,000 word term paper that’s due the next 
morning. You’ve worked long and hard on it, 
and you know that it’s good. Your fingers poise 
to hit the keyboard buttons that will save your 
file, when the borders on your monitor start 
plea yarns Etc he-sAce Suk etic he 

Three seconds later, your monitor 
screen looks like an amalgamation of a Pablo 
Picasso painting and an aerial view of down- 
town Worcester. The blood vessels on your 
temples and neck begin to swell, protruding 
like red licorice whips. Your jaw works, but 
no words come out. Mouth agape, eyes bulg- 
ing, you push your swivel chair back just in 
time to see your screen flash a psychedelic 


brilliance—and then blank. 


You’ve just been zapped by a com- 
puter virus. 

A virtual army of computer worms 
known as viruses have invaded the realm of 
Worcester State College cyberspace this fall, 
eating their way through the school’s computer 
network and testing the mettle of the college’s 
software management crew. 

“There are so many viruses out there 
that you're playing catch-up all the time,” said 
Dr. Don Vescio, Vice President of Informa- 
tion Technology. 

Most viruses are associated with 


Microsoft’s email products. An email virus is 
a little program that crawls its way through a 
person’s address book, attaching itself to ev- 
ery name listed therein. In this way, these little 
“anthrax e-mails” can be sent off to thousands 
of other users, infecting them as well and snow- 
balling infinitely. 

The symptoms of computer viruses 
are numerous and varied. They can take up so 
much of a computer’s resources that it crawls 
more slowly than holiday snail mail. Even 
worse, they can corrupt a computer’s programs, 
or delete very costly, valuable material. 

Vescio has a few suggestions for 
minimizing the chances of computer virus in- 
fections. “Make sure that any disk you put into 
our machine is scanned thoroughly by your 
anti-virus program. Also, make sure that you 
don’t open any e-mail attachments that you’re 
not expecting, even if you recognize who the 
sender is. General messages aren’t so bad; it’s 
the messages that have attachments (that are 
the culprits). If you’re going to open attach- 
ments, you might want to avoid attachments 
that end with a .vbs or .exe, ” Vescio advised. 

However, Vescio’s number one 
heads-up maneuver for keeping computers 
squeaky clean is to make sure that any anti- 
virus program are updated at least once a week. 

Another specialist in Vescio’s think- 
tank vanguard is WSC Web Site Manager 
David St. Martin. St. Martin finds any alleged 
escalation of the virus problem this semester 
to be exaggerated. “I don’t think that the com- 
puter virus problem on campus is any greater 
here than in the private sector,” St. Martin said. 
He thinks the virus problem seems more con- 
spicuous this semester because there are so 


many more people using the college’s com- 
puter network. 

“What I found out at a security semi- 
nar that I attended was, that college campuses 
in general get targeted more often, because 
many of the designers of these viruses work 
out of college campuses ... They’re student 
hackers, so they tend to use their college’s 
(computer) systems to test their own viruses 
before they leave for the outside world,” St. 
Martin said. 

St. Martin thinks that college cam- 
puses ordinarily experience more virus prob- 
lems than the private sector does. He feels that 
the combination of costly financial expendi- 
tures and colleges’ limited resources keep them 
from being as secure as their private counter- 
parts. “I find it to be primarily financial—less 
money,” St. Martin said. “I have also been told 
that much of (the higher incidence of virus in- 
fection) is due to what’s called ‘academic free- 
dom.’ Colleges in general feel that it should be 
a free, open and shared resource for the com- 
munity at large, as well as the student popula- 
tion. When you share a resource, you're invit- 
ing viruses,” he added. 


Editor’s Note: When Glen McEntire e-mailed 
Vescio requesting an interview for the Voice, 
he unknowingly sent him a variant of the com- 
puter “worm” virus. McEntire then spent $25 
to update his virus program. 


Chairs comment on hiring freeze 


Freeze affects all departments 


By Michelle Piazza 
VOICE CORRESPONDENT 


Recently, at Worcester State College 
and across the state, there has been a hiring 
freeze placed on all state agencies. Budget cuts 
because of the economy and in response to the 
Sept. 11 terrorist incident have started to take 
effect. 

Daniel Shartin, chair of the Philoso- 
phy Department, offered some insight into the 
hiring freeze. Shartin said that the freeze would 
specifically affect departments having retire- 
ments or vacancies. A problem arises here be- 
cause these vacated spots cannot be filled. 
Shartin speculated that some departments 
might be able to individually apply to hire 
needed faculty on a case-by-case basis. 

Shartin could not state whether or not 
the freeze would affect adjunct faculty. He also 
said he is unsure if the policy applies to full- 
time one-year jobs. The freeze is preventing 
departments from growing, and at the same 
time, shrinking departments that are losing fac- 
ulty. Shartin said the reason he could not say a 
lot is that most of the information is coming in 
quickly, or simply that faculty is in the dark. 
“It’s not because it’s being kept a secret,” 
Shartin said. 

The hiring freeze does not just affect 
the faculty; students might feel the effects as 
well. Shartin said that he thinks it is “very 
likely” that classes will be cut. Distribution 
classes could become full more quickly, and 
that will lead to a change in students’ options. 
Classes might also become larger. “A regular 
full-time faculty member teaches four classes. 
For each regular faculty member position not 
filled, another faculty member would have to 
try to take that load on,” Shartin said. 

The hiring freeze came into effect 
after the Oct. 9 meeting of the department 
chairs. “This was before official announce- 
ments of which departments were planning on 
hiring new faculty,’ Shartin explained. 

The History and Political Science 
Department planned on hiring two new fac- 
ulty members because of a retirement, and 
higher enrollments. “Unless we get new per- 
sonnel we will run less survey and elective 
sections,” said Bruce Cohen, chair of the de- 
partment. Online courses also caused a prob- 
lem. Even though there is a hiring freeze, WSC 


The Chorus, Chorale, and Jazz Bands of WSC 
Dr. Christie Nigro and James Fidlon, Directors 
Dr. Kyle Martin, Accompanist 


Devon Martin, Actress 


Wednesday, December 12, 2001 


at 
t : 7:30 PM. 


Administration Theater 
Worcester State College 
486 Chandler Street 
Worcester, Massachusetts 


Scenes and music from The Lark 
by Jean Anouilh and Leonard Bernstein. 


* Music of John Tavener, John Rutter and others ~~ 


- Tuition Raffle Drawing, 50/50 Raffle 


Tickets: General Public $8.00 
: Students $5.00 


still has expectations for their departments. 
Helen Rogers, chair of the Nursing 

Department, expressed how the freeze really 

affected them. “We started a master’s program 


in nursing this fall and right now have part- = 


time faculty, but in order to support the needs 


of this program, we need to hire a full-time m= 


person,” Rogers said. What makes this diffi- 


cult is that the department “had been told at m= 


the start of the semester that administration 


would consider adding a new faculty member, m 


but now of course that’s on hold,” Rogers said. 


Maureen Power, chair of Urban Stud- » 
ies, said that her department has a vacancy that ~ 


the freeze will not let them fill. “Our part-time 
clerk took a full-time position just before the 
freeze went into effect,” Power said. “We 
planned to hire a new faculty person who 
would work part-time in our graduate program 
in Non-Profit Management, and part-time in 
Urban Studies.” This is a real problem con- 
sidering the Urban Studies master’s program 
is “the second largest program on campus and 
it is also the fastest growing program,” Power 
said. 

Robert Perry of the Mathematics De- 
partment said he expected to hire at least one 
person this year. “Comparable state colleges 
have 10 to 11 faculty members in their math 
departments. We have 7,” he said. Two of their 
full-time positions are currently being filled by 
adjuncts. 

The department of Languages and 
Literature had initially planned to hire two new 
faculty members. “One was a plan to search 
for a faculty member to help with professional 
writing skills,” department chair Philip Burns 
said. The other was already an active search 
for a new writing center director. “Next year 


there will not be a director of the Writing Cen- # 


ter and they haven’t decided how to fill the 
gap yet,” Burns said. 

Chair of Sociology, Corey Dolgon, 
said that, “the college had pretty much put a 
freeze on all hiring except replacement hirings 
last year.” The added freeze to all hiring has 
since caused even more problems and is likely 
to keep doing so. 
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Dance With Me 


WSC dance club membership grows 


= By Anne Nyaga 
. VOICE CORRESPONDENT 
a 


a 
The table is adorned with cupcakes, brownies, cookies, and 
= Other confectionaries. As the students sit there waiting for customers 
™ for the bake sale, they realize that they and the dance company are a 
a world away from last semester. It is hard to believe that at about this 
™ time last year that this project was taking shape. Today it is called the 
a Worcester State College Dance Company; it is now in its second 
™ semester and has come a long way from its humble beginnings. 

5 It all began in the fall of 2000 when Melynda Cogen came to 
™ this WSC as a freshman. Three weeks into the semester she realized 
gw that there were no dancing clubs or programs. So she and some of her 
= friends, including Aprill Fasino, Karen Dixon decided to do something 
gw about it. “I just wanted to dance and meet people,” Cogen said. 

. It took them the entire semester to get things organized. They 
a got off to a shaky start especially since, according to Cogen, no one 
™ really took them seriously _ that is until their first show “We’re 
a . i . = 

a Dancing”. They put on a pretty impressive showing which made them 
= an indisputable success. They finally got the respect and support of 
a their fellow students. 

During the spring semester the group had 26 members. Today 

= they are proud to announce that their membership has almost doubled, 
= with 47 members this semester. “At our first meeting as a Dance Co., 
. there were only seven people present,’ Cogen remembered. 
5 This semester, they have been working on new things and are 
= now about to perform another show. As the company has grown, so 
= have the musical styles desired by the members. This semester, they 
. have a wider variety of dance styles, which include the modern and 
= ever popular sounds of hip, hop, tap, Broadway style sounds of jazz, 
; the classical sounds of ballet, point, and lyrical movement. They have 
# also adjusted their practice times, responding to the needs of their 
. commuter members so that they now have both afternoon and evening 
= sessions. They meet for classes every day except Fridays in the Sullivan 
* Auditorium. 

The company also experienced another first; they have four 
guys this semester. 

With Cogen as President, Fasino as Vice President, Dixon as 
Secretary, Amy Hudon as Treasurer and several choreographers, the 
= WSC Dance Co. is definitely set for bigger and better things. 

. This fall they are performing a show entitled “Dance with 
= Me”. It will feature even more hip hop and solo numbers than last year 
- as well as some other performances. The next show is tonight, at 7 p.m. 
# in the Sullivan Auditorium.Tickets are $3 for students and $5 for the 
= general public. 

a Now as they prepare for their upcoming show, Cogen feels 
rs that they have achieved many of their goals this semester. They were 
= able to garner more awareness and support among the WSC community. 
. Cogen added simply that she likes to get people dancing. “It’s a good 
= de-stresser...and it’s fun,” she said. 

= Now that the Dance Co. is up and running, the semester is 
= almost over and the spring semester is just around the corner, what else 
= could be in store for the group? “Eventually I’d like to get a Fine Arts 
= Program as a major here at WSC,” Cogen said. 

= “I’m just so excited...that’s what I keep saying,” Cogen 


a 
= explained. “It’s trying, hard work, but it’s so rewarding in the end.” 


Is your PMS out of control? 


Do you count the days until your monthly depression, severe 
mood swings and irritability are gone? Stop counting and let 
us help. 


Women are needed by the Women's Program at the Center 
for Psychopharmacologic Research and Treatment at UMass 
Memorial to participate up to seven months in a research 
study of severe PMS or Premenstrual Dysphoric Disorder. 


If you are between the ages of 18 and 40, are not taking oral 
contraceptives, and experience severe mood swings, 
depression and irritability in the week before your period, you 
may be eligible to participate in a research study of an 


investigational medication for the treatment of Premenstrual Dysphoric Disorder. All 
treatments are administered at no charge to you for the duration of the study. 


If you are interested, please call Jesse at 508-334-7352 for more information. 
Woman's Program, Center for Psychopharmacologic Research and Treatment 


ry UMassMemorial 
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Women headed to Colorado 
Lancers head west before MASCAC season opener 


By John Brown III 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


On Saturday, the Brandeis University 
Women’s basketball team came to Worcester 
State. These two teams have a very short 
history with the Lancers holding a 2-1 
advantage in series. This was not to be the 
Lancers day. The Lancers would lose a close 
one, 55-49 and fall to 3-3 on the season. 

Things started off seemingly ok as the 
teams traded baskets. The Lancers were 
without the services of Kristen Jalbert who is 
currently out with injury. Liz Tracy also did 
not play in this one due to a nagging illness. 

The Lancers have been playing the 
newcomers to the team quite a bit so far this 
season and they have shown some promise, yet 
while still making rookie mistakes. 

Both teams seemed to have trouble 
shooting al day and managed to mirror each 
with a display of inaccurate jumpers and 
missed lay-ups to share a 34% shooting ratio 
for the game. We just execute our plays, when 
you play a good team you have to.” Erin 
Largess Junior point guard. “We are getting 
better every game.” 

At one point in the first half it 
appeared Brandeis had found its rhythm and 
was going to walk into the locker room with a 
significant halftime lead. With the Lancers 
down by ten with three minutes remaining in 
the half, the Lancers made a charge. Key 
baskets by Carrie Stewart (8 points) and Erin 
Largess (12 points), the Lancers cut the deficit 


to seven heading in the break. 

The shooting woes continued for both 
teams in the second half but the Lancers did 
manage to pull within two as Freshman 
Rochelle Lavoie (8 points) seemed to make an 
appearance as a new leader on the floor. 

Lauren Burke was the victim of a 
double team all day in the low post area. Burke 
still managed to score 17 points and pull down 
12 rebounds. 

“One of goals was to hold teams 
under sixty points, we did that, only problem 
we didn’t score sixty” Rochelle Lavoie 
freshman forward. 

Lauren Burke is still displaying 
confidence in the team’s chances this year. “We 
are playing some very good teams early, 
preparing us for the conference games.” 

The team is leaving this week for a 
tournament in Colorado and over break will 
be heading to Worcester, England to play. “We 
need to get by Babson first,’ coach Tessmer 
said. “We have our going to take or lumps early. 
We played the #3 team in the nation and had a 
pretty good game against them.” Tessmer adds, 
“We're starting two freshman so these teams 
will get them ready to play in the MASCAC 
games.” 

The Lancers are looking to have a 
successful season and after Saturday’s game 
they appear to be in their way. Their next home 
game is tomorrow at 7:00pm. Come out and 
support the Lancers. 


: The ee have toe oe 
to make some adjustments oe 
early as they are missing _ 

two veteran starters , Liz 
Tracy and Kristen Jalbert 

_due to injury and illness. 

_ Also on the injured list is _ 
promising newcomer 
Freshman Donna Zwemke. 
Zwemke suffered a broken — 
collarbone in the City 
tournament against WPI 
on opening night here at 
Worcester State. 


Junior Transfer Erin 
Largess and Freshman 
Rochelle Lavoie have made 
their prescence felt since _ 
joining the Lancers this Fall © 


Last second miss hurts Lancers 
WSC can’t put away visiting ENC 


By John Brown III 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


The Lancers played at home on 
Saturday and were looking forward to their 
match up with Eastern Nazarene College. The 
gym had a small crowd for a Saturday night 
home game, but with semester finals a week 
away many were probably studying. The 
Lancers would lose this one at the buzzer 53- 
51. The Lancers are now 1-5 this season. 

The Lancers would not score their 
first basket until over 3 minutes into the contest. 
From that point on in the first half Worcester 
State seemed to be in control but was not able 
to put ENC out of reach. 

Corey Carangelo (6 assists) would 
feed Rob Plillipo (9 points) for an exciting 
alley-oop dunk that got the crowd on its feet 
and fired up the Lancers. The teams continued 
to trade baskets and Worcester State took a 5- 
point lead into the half. 

The Lancers came out flat in the 
second half as they have done in other games 
this season. ENC would see this sluggishness 
and erase the deficit quickly. The teams would 
trade baskets for the remainder of the game. 
Neither team appears to have a star player. The 
Lancers appear to be in need of a leader on the 
floor. Their play was consistent but not overly 
enthusiastic. Coach Lindberg was pacing the 
floor ad called strategic time outs to try and 
lift his teams’ confidence. The Lancers would 
show emotion sporadically throughout the 
contest as was witnessed by the crowd. Senior 
Jay Gosselin seemed to have a running 


dialogue with one ENC player and the two 
players made contact with each being knocked 
to the floor by the other on more than one 
occasion. 

Jacob Everett, the Lancers only true 
center, was sporting a new look for this game. 
Someone gave him the idea that it would be 
great if he shaved his head. This did not help 


in the win department just yet, but you never 
know. 

Senior John Herman had a quiet day 
scoring only 4-points. Tom Espinosa led the 
team in both points (14) and rebounds (7). 

The Lancers next home game is 
December 22, at 2:00pm. So come out and 
support the team, afterall they don’t get a break 
like other students do. 


UPCOMING LANCER HOME GAMES 


Men’s. Basketball 


Sat. Dec. 22 Clack Can. 


‘Sat. Jan. 12 S 


_ Women’s Basketball _ os 


Wed. Dec.5 
Tues. Dec.11 
Thurs. Jan 10 
Sat. Jan 12 


- Babson 


"Wheaton 


Ice Hockey* So 


“FiDec7 Utieac 


. Nats Se: 


Westfield St. 


4:00pm 


Castleton St. 7: 


